Fish Diversity: Description of a Specific Fish Order
  1
Distance Learning Assignment #8 - Biological Sciences 102 – Animal Biology 

STUDENT NAME:






SCORE:


This assignment is worth 10 points.
Using your textbook and/or reliable Internet references, answer the following questions.

You may wish to review several websites or sources to verify your answers.
Submission Directions

Type out (do not handwrite) your answers to the questions below within this MS Word document by typing your answers between the questions listed below. BE SURE TO TYPE OUT YOUR NAME ABOVE.  Print out your completed assignment WITH YOUR NAME ON IT and submit it in printed form to Blake in lab or to Blake’s Box in EBS 212 (the Biology Office) 

NO LATER THAN 5 pm on the due date indicated on the ASSIGNMENTS page of the course website.  Multiple students MAY NOT submit the exact same answers for credit – do your own work and write your answers in your own words.  

DO NOT CUT AND PASTE FROM WEBSITES OR DOCUMENTS ON THE INTERNET.
Answer these questions:

1.  What fish order were you assigned?  Give multiple examples of the general types of fish found in this order (common names).  Cite some specific scientific names of examples of fish in this order (minimum of three different species).

2.   What are the basic body plan characteristics of fish in this order?  For example: body shape, fin shape and structure, mouth shape, does mouth face up, size, cartilage or bony skeleton, type of scales present, does the fish have teeth, etc.

3.  Describe the typical ecology of fish in this order.  Are the fish fresh, brackish or saltwater?  Do they live in shallow or deep water?  Are they pelagic or benthic?  What is the food supply for these fish?

4.  Briefly describe the life history of a typical fish from this order.  Do they move from fresh to saltwater during their lifecycle?  Do these fish migrate and if so when and where?  When and where do they breed/reproduce?  Do they have a courtship ritual?  Are the oviparous, ovoviviparous or viviparous?  Do these fish change sex?

5.  Any information regarding the evolution of this order of fish.  When and where is there evidence that they first evolved (if known).  What evidence is there in the fossil record for these fish?  To what other fish orders is this order closely related?
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